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LINCOLN’S  CHRISTIAN  LIFE  AT  WASH- 
INGTON. 


By  Stephen  A.  Northrop. 

The  immortal  Lincoln  was  indeed  a “living 
epistle,  read  and  known  of  all  men,”  as  to  his 
Christian  life  and  character  while  at  Washing- 
ton, The  most  decided  evidence  comes  from 
those  who  lived  closest  to  his  daily  walk  and 
conversation  during  those  darkest  days  of  the 
rebellion.  Here  are  some  trustworthy  and  un- 
biased testimonies  from  well-known  witnesses: 

“I  have  seen  Mr.  Lincoln  many  times  reading 
[he  Scriptures  long  after  the  members  of  his 
family  were  asleep.” — William  C.  Crooks,  his 
bodyguard. 

“Mr.  Lincoln  was  a praying  man;  I know 
this  to.  be  a fact;  I have  heard  him  request 
Christian  people  to  pray  for  him.  He  was  a 
constant  reader  of  the  Bible.” — John  G.  Nico- 
lay,  Private  Secretary  to  the  President. 

“Throughout  the.  whole  period  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Lincoln  directed  the  attention  of  the  nation 
to  dependence  upon  God.  It  may,  indeed,  be 
doubted  whether  he  ever  omitted  this  in  a 
single  state  paper.” — James  G.  Blaine  in 
■'Twenty  Years  in  Congress.” 

“Abraham  Lincoln,  not  only  once  or  twice, 
but  on  all  proper  occasions,  and  more  than  a 
score  of  occasions,  avowed  his  faith  in  the 
Bible  as  the  inspired  word  of  God.  He  believed 
and  faithfully  endeavored  to  live  according  to 
the  fundamental  doctrines  and  principles  of 
the  Christian  faith.” — L.  E.  Chittenden,  his 
Registrar  of  the  Treasury. 

“Lincoln — sad,  patient,  kindly  Lincoln — built 
up  his  entire  reading  upon  the  early  study 
of  the  Bible.  He  had  mastered  it  absolutely; 
mastered  it  so  that  he  Decarne  almost  a man 
of  one  book,  and  who  put  into  practice'  what 
he  had  been  taught  therein.” — Theodore  Roos- 
evelt in  address  before  the  Long  Island  Bible 
Society.  


merely  a human  being,  and  His  gospel  is  strip 
ped  of  divine  authority. 

But  Mr.  Lincoln  was  trained  by  a good 
Baptist  Christian  mother,  as  Mr.  Watterson, 
the  veteran  journalist  of  Kentucky,  pathetic- 
ally describes  in  one  of  his  lectures  on  Lincoln, 
quoting  her  dying  words  to  the  future  presi- 
dent when  he  was  only  nine  years  of  age: 
“I  am  going  away  from  you,  Abraham,  and 
I sTfalF  never  return.  1 know  you  will  1h>  a 
~boy~ ancl~  JangT"* to ~you r lather.  FT  want, 
you  to  live  as  l taught  you  and  lo  love  your 
Heavenly  Fatliei-.”  Though  young  Lincoln  may 
Have  drifted  into  the  sea  of  doubt,  he  struck 
the  shore-line  of  faith  while  yet  a young  man. 
February  22,  1842,  when  34  years  old,  he  de- 
livered an  address  before  the  Washingtonian 
Temperance  Society  of  Springfield,  111.,  when 
he  said,  “Omnipotence  condescended  to  take 
on  Him  the  form  of  sinful  man,  to  die  an 
ignominious  death  for  his  sake.” 

Without  question,  one  of  the  strongest  dec- 
larations of  Mr.  Lincoln’s  unswerving  belief 
in  divine  revelation  may  be  found  in  L.  E. 
Chittenden’s  “Recollections  of  President  Lin- 
coln, and  His  Administration”:  “The  charac- 

ter of  the  Bible  is  easily  established,  at  least 
to  my  satisfaction.  We.  have  to  believe  many 
things  which  we  do  not  comprehend.  The  Bible 
is  the  only  history  that  claims  to  be  God’s 
book— to  comprise  His  laws,  His  history.  It 
contains  an  immense  amount  of  evidence  as  to 
its  authenticity,  . , . Now  let  us  treat  the 

Bible  fairly.  If  we  had  a witness  on  the  stand 
whose  general  story  was  true,  we  would  be- 
lieve him  even  when  he  asserted  the  facts  of 
which  we  have  no  other  evidence.  We  ought 
to  treat  the  Bible  with  equal  fairness.  I de- 
cided long  ago  that  it  was  less  difficult  to 
believe  that  the  Bible  was  what  it  claimed  to 
be  than  to  disbelieve  it.” 


LOVED  ONES  IN  HEAVEN. 


“Mr.  Lincoln  wrote  the  conclusion  of  his 
inaugural  address  on  the  morning  it  was  de- 
livered. The  family  being  present,  he  read  it 
to  them.  He  then  said  that  he  wished  to  be 
left  alone  for  a short  season.  The  family  then 
retired,  but  not  so  far  distant  but  . that  the 
voice  of  prayer  could  be  distinctly  heard.” — 
Mrs.  Lincoln  to  a personal  friend  in  Springfield. 

No  doubt  Mr.  Lincoln  passed  some  of  his 
early  years  in  “Doubting  Castle,”  and  who  has 
not?  Mr.  W.  J.  Bryan  has  voiced  the  experi- 
ence of  nearly  every  young  man,  and  especially 
those  who  are  permitted  to  take  a college  or 
university  course,  when  he  says,  “I  passed 
through  a period  of  scepticism  in  college;  the 
theories  of  scientists  confused  me,  but  I found 
that  these  theories  all  began  with  an  assump- 
tion. I have  the  right  to  assume  as  well  as 
they,  and  I prefer  to  assume  a Designer  back 
of  the  design,  a Creator  back  of  the  created. 
Eliminate  the  miracles,  and  Christ  becomes 


Life  changes  all  our  thoughts  of  heavens; 
At  first  we  think  of  streets  of  gold, 

Of  gates  of  pearl  and  dazzling  light. 

Of  shining  wings  and  robes  of  white, 

And  things  all  strange  to  mortal  sight. 

But  in  the  afterward  of  years, 

It  is  a more  familiar  place, 

A home  unhurt  by  sighs  or  fears', 

Where  waiteth  many  a well-known  face, 
With  passing  months  it  comes'  more  near, 

It  grows  more  real  day  by  day, 

Not  strange  or  cold,  but  very  clear- 
The  glad  homeland  not  far  away, 

Where  none  are  sick,  or  poor,  or  lone, 

The  place  where  we  shall  find  our  own. 

And  as  we  think  of  all  we  knew 
Who  there  have  met  to  pant  no  more, 

Our  longing  hearts,  desire  home,  too, 

With  all  the  strife  and  trouble  o’er. 

— Browning. . 


